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1. Instrumentation is as follows:

Percussion 1: marimba, vibraphone, 4 tom toms
Percussion 2: marimba, vibraphone, glockenspiel
Percussion 3: marimba, glockenspiel, tam tam
Percussion 4: 4 timpani, crotales (2 octaves)
Percussion 5: xylophone, temple blocks, chimes, snare
Percussion 6: 4 tom toms, cymbals

Pianoforte and radio

2. Notes within repeated cells: notes tightly spaced should be played very
rapidly. Wide spacing indicates that more time should be allowed between
note attacks. Repeat notes bounded by repeats until the termination of the
arrow.

3. Accidentals apply to notes within a cue. Accidentals do not carry over
dotted bar lines.

4. Performers should strive to create irregular rhythmic patterns at all
times. At no time should consecutive notes bear exactly identical
durational values.

5. Instrumental entrances are determined by progressions derived from a
listing which arranges twelve percussion instruments progressively in
order of increasingly definable pitch starting with cymbal, progressing to
temple blocks and timpani. The piano resides at the center. Instruments to
the right of the piano are then listed in order of increasing register and
bell-like qualities, beginning with marimba and progressing toward
crotales at the other extreme. This instrumental hierarchy permits timbre
to function structurally in a way not unlike harmonic progression in tonal
music.
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The Poem is as follows:
By Departing Light
Horizons seem most bright
much clearer than the quays
for as a soul takes flight,
then vanishes from sight
we rush to count the days

it was near

© 1996 Bruce P. Mahin All Rights Reserved

The following instrumental arrangement



